
 
 

 

 

  

Nursery Road Elementary School 
Administrative Team:  

Principal, Ms. Love Ligons,  lligons@lexrich5.org 
Assistant Principal, Mr. Randy Norman,  rnorman@lexrich5.org 

Administrative Assistant Principal, Mrs. Karey Fisher,  kfisher@lexrich5.org 
  

 
Our Motto: 

NRES: Nurturing Relationships,  

Establishing Success 

  

Our Mission: 

The mission of NRES is to motivate, 

empower, and support students to 

accomplish individual goals within 

challenging curricula and to develop 

successful citizens in a diverse community. 
  

  

  

  

 

Upcoming Events 

 
October 9 
Board Meeting 
Irmo Middle School 
7:00 pm-9:00 pm 
 
October 10 
Volunteer/Mentor Orientation 
Breakfast 7:15 am- 8:00 am 
 
October 12 
Fall Pictures 
 
October 13 
Walk To School Day 
7:15 am-7:45 am 
 
WNRE Live Show 
8:00 am-8:40 am 
 
October 19 
Early Release Day @ 11:40 am 
 
October 20 
Heart Act to Follow Ceremony 
7:50 am Breakfast, 8:10 am Ceremony 
 
October 23 
4th Grade Field Trip, Lexington County 
Museum, 8:45 am-2:00 pm 
 
Board Meeting 
HE Corley Elementary School  

7:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Nursery Road Elementary is officially an  

Arts Magnet School!!! 

Last Tuesday we received official notification from the State Senate’s 

Office that District Five was awarded $13.9 million for our “Discover Five” 

Magnet Grant.  We were one of four schools included in the grant.  We were 

awarded $3.4 million to build our Arts Magnet Program over the next 5 

years!  This is very exciting news for us!  This school year is our planning 

year.  So, there will be no major changes this year.  However, school 2018-

2019 is full implementation year!  We will share more updates as we 

receive additional information.  In the meanwhile, join in the celebration 

for the beginning of our Arts Magnet @NRES!!! 

     

 

 

 

Ms. Ligons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NRES VISITORS:  Pursuant to District 5 policy, all visitors must use the Lobby Guard 

system which requires a driver’s license or state-issued identification card in order 

to enter the school. 

  

  

  

October 5, 2017 

This newsletter printed with Title 1 funds. 

“Caught You Reading” Winners: 
Matthew T. from Ms. Reynolds’ First grade class 

Landon G. from Ms. Volin’s Second grade class 

Caleb D.  from Mrs. Joy’s Third grade class 

Christopher T. from Ms. Norsen’s Fourth grade class 

Matthew B.  from Mrs. Douglas’ Fifth grade class 

Our Wild Card Winner is Patrick B. from Mr. Baker’s 3rd grade 

class!  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteers & Mentors Orientation Breakfast 

We hope that you will join us for our Volunteer and Mentor’s Orientation 

Breakfast.  This is a time to learn about opportunities available as well as 

the expectations for volunteers and mentors.  Please join us Tuesday, 

October 10th from 7:15 – 8:00 am in our Professional Development Room. 



 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farewell to Mr. David Downie, NRES volunteer for over 20 years! 

 

Mark your calendars for our International Walk to School Day on Friday, October 13th!  Parents, students, 
and faculty are asked to wear their Nursery Road shirts and comfortable shoes and are welcome to walk to 
school that day. We will have water bottles for walkers at the front of the school. Then, at 8am, we will 
have a pep rally for all students and faculty in the Activity Arena followed by a walk around the school and 
spirit competition!   Students will receive special bracelets and can win prizes in our school-wide poster 
contest (see below)! 
 
Poster Contest for Walk AT School Day 
To prepare for our grade level spirit competition for Walk at School Day, we are going to have a poster 
contest!  All students can make posters that they will carry as we walk around the school.  These posters 
should celebrate walking or biking to school and pedestrian safety.  Students should write their name, grade, 
and homeroom teacher on the back and turn them into Mrs. Compton by Wednesday, October 4th to be 
judged.  There will be fabulous prizes for the winners from every grade level, and the overall winner will win 
a gift card to Academy Sports!   

 

When walking by our Media Center in the morning between 7:15 – 7:50 am, students and staff always looked forward 

to sweet melodies that lifted from the dulcimer.  Mr. Downie, also known as “Pops”, led students in songs that made 

us smile.  For 20 years Mr. Downie has been a volunteer at NRES where he would arrive before the doors open to set 

up for his dulcimer pre-game.  He has taught students who were blind, non-verbal, curious, and who simply just loved 

being around him.  He has shared his time, energy, and talents with our NRES family.  Mr. Downie had his last day 

with his students in pre-game last Tuesday.  Due to health reasons, he will no longer lead the Dulcimer pre-game.  

Although we may not see him every day, he will forever live in our hearts.  He will always be a welcomed Champion at 

NRES.  Thank you Mr. Downie for 20 years of making memories that we will never forget! 



 

            Mr. Downie’s Farewell Celebration                           

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 
 

 



 

  
NRES School Improvement Council (SIC)               

2017-2018 Members 

We are excited to announce our new School Improvement Council for the school 

year 2017-2018.  We had our election of officers Thursday, September 28th during 

our first meeting of the year.   

These are our members and officers: 

John Cantey, Chairperson (Community member) 

Glover Hopson, Vice Chairperson (Grandparent) 

Kathy Coskrey, Secretary (Community member) 

Glenn Hutto (Community member) 

Ashley Thompson (Parent) 

Michael Shurtleff (Parent) 

Joanne Minder (Parent) 

Melissa Turner (Parent) 

Betsy Smoak (Parent) 

Rochelle Bennett (Teacher) 

Jennifer Long (Teacher) 

Love Ligons (Administrator) 

Randy Norman (Administrator) 

Karey Fisher (Administrator) 

Our SIC assists with the writing of our School Renewal Plan and with the planning 

and leadership of other school initiatives.  Our Watch D.O.G.S. Program and Parent 

University are both initiatives started by our SIC.  This year they will assist in our 

focus on Literacy and Wellness. 

Vision and hearing screening will be held on Tuesday, October 10th. All 4k, 5k, 1st, and 3rd 

grade students will be screened for both vision and hearing. 5th graders will be screened for vision only unless 

they are new to District 5. In that case, hearing will be screened as well. 2nd and 4th grade students will not 

be screened unless they are new to District 5 or the teacher requests that they be screened. You will receive 

notification if your child does not pass and be referred to your health care provider for further evaluation.  If 

your child wears glasses, please make sure they have them at school that day.  If you do not want your child 

to be screened at school, please notify Mrs. Williams at 476-4309. 



 

     

Ways to Boost Your Child’s Confidence as a Reader 

 

 Confidence is critical to a reader’s success.  Families play a crucial role in building a child’s 
confidence.  There are several things families can do to boost a child’s confidence. 
 

1. Encourage your child to read every day!  The more your child reads, the more comfortable they will 
become.  This will also increase their vocabulary and word knowledge.   

2. Read to your child every day!  This allows them to hear what fluent readers sound like.  Reading aloud 
to your child will build their knowledge of how stories works and also helps increase the child’s 
vocabulary. 

3. Model mistakes.  When you read to your child, make mistakes.  This will show them that all readers 
make mistakes and that strong readers work through them to make sense of the story.  

4. Have lots of reading material available around the house.  Children need lots of practice with different 
types of stories. 

5. Let your children see you reading.  If your child sees that you value reading, it will encourage them to 
do the same. 

6. Give your child choice!  Let your child choose what they want to read.  This will motivate them to read. 
7. Build a reading bond.  Share books that you enjoyed as a child and allow your child to choose their 

favorite books for bedtime reading.  Sharing your favorite stories with each other will build a bond and 
your child will begin to associate reading as a pleasant experience. 

8. Make time to discuss reading.  However, do not feel the need to quiz your child after they read by 
asking a lot of questions about the story.  While this is okay once in a while, doing this every time your 
child reads could lead to anxiety.  Instead share your favorite part or talk about what you thought of 
the story and then allow your child to do the same.  Turning reading into a quiz each night takes away 
the pleasure of reading.  And, if you quiz your child, allow them to quiz you! 

9. Limit screen time.  By limiting your child’s screen time, the hope is that your child will spend more time 
reading or interacting in play.   

10. Make it a family affair.  Encourage your child to read to anyone and everyone in the family, even 
pets.  Allowing everyone in the family to participate in nightly reading will motivate your child and 
prove that reading is a priority for your family. 

 

 

  

 

Coach Joch’s Healthy Tip of the Month 

Start the day with a healthy breakfast. It refuels your 
body and gives you energy for the day.  Also, try to eat 
slowly. It takes 20 minutes for your brain to register that 
you are full. 

 



 

 

Read Your Way to the Big Game! 

              

     All students who read six reading-level appropriate books will qualify for 

     the grand prize - Tickets to the South Carolina vs. Clemson Football Game 

     on November 25, 2017! One winner will be chosen for each team. Each  

     prize includes four tickets, pre-game sideline passes, and participation  

     in pre-game activities. Students must choose a team and can only enter  

     once.  Participation is limited to elementary and middle school students.    

 

     Ask your student for the parent letter and reading log. READING LOGS  

     MUST BE RETURNED BY NOVEMBER 3rd. 

 

Good News Club 

The Good News Club will be meeting in the Activity Arena after 

school on Mondays October 2nd – November 13th from 2:40 pm – 4:30 

pm. 

*Distribution of this information through district or school channels does not imply 

endorsement or support from Lexington Richland Five or any school therein. 



 

  


